
Hey there, fellow Villagers!  How’s the “social distancing” going?  Tough, isn’t 
it. Where the face mask and the disposable gloves are the new fashion 
statement.  But, think about the positive side – yes, there is one.  

I read the other day that time is the most urgent four-letter word when we’re
this age. And so we use it: we clean closets and re-organize kitchen 
cupboards, we sew and weave and read, we walk and exercise ourselves and our
pets, we do yoga and pull weeds in the garden, we put together 1000-piece 
puzzles and tackle monster Sudokus, we practice piano and play games and 
paint walls and wash windows.  And we experiment with new recipes and 
freezer-dive to the bottom to find surprises for supper. And we communicate! 
Zoom, Skype, Facebook!  We e-mail grandkids and write letters to friends and
call people we haven’t talked with for ages.

All over our two nations, great adventures are happening.  From Seattle to San
Diego, Toronto to Tampa, Calgary to Chicago, Boise to Baltimore, Los Angeles 
to Atlanta, Winnipeg to Wichita, Saskatoon to St. Louis, Vancouver to 
Quebec, Minneapolis to Mesa - at 8 p.m. every Friday night, we open our 
windows and doors and stand on our balconies and front stoops and shout and 
sing, we beat pans with spoons and play harmonica and ukelele and dulcimer.
We express gratitude for the doctors and nurses who care for us 24/7, for 
the volunteers in food centers who feed children with delivered lunches, for 
the clerks in Fry’s and Trader Joe’s and CVS, and the delivery people who 
bring our groceries and the newspaper each morning, and Amazon who keeps 
our cats fed.  And the neighbors who are sewing masks for the whole block, 
and the firemen and the police, and the sons and daughters who check on us 
every day.  Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

So, this afternoon, sit on your patio or deck, wave at the walkers, marvel at 
the blooming spring flowers, listen to the silence. Social distancing has not 
morphed into emotional distancing.  We are connected.  And when this mess is 
over, and we are back to whatever normal means then, we will all be kinder 
and stronger, and our countries will each be stronger and more unified.  

We are survivors.


